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Abstract
Unemployment, poverty, and poor health have been some of the critical problems that the United States is trying to fight in the country. Some states in the U.S. endure the burden of these challenges more than others. Mississippi is one of the states that is overridden with the challenges. It has endured this burden for a long time. One of the reasons to partly blame for the problems in Mississippi is its sad history of slavery and oppression. Its history marked with racism and refusal to get rid of segregationist ideals. Notable genres of music like Blues and Jazz, whose aim from the start was an outcry for freedom, better life, and better living conditions began in Mississippi. Better and improved educational facilities, improved and accessible healthcare, and decent job opportunities were the theme that cut across the genres. To respond to the issues, the United States government has been channeling funds to the states in order to improve the conditions. This paper aims to discuss government assistance and funding programs in Mississippi. 
Analysis of the grants
The United States governments are in efforts to improve the lives of people in Mississippi. This is because Mississippi is one of the States in the United States that has been left behind in terms of development.  Therefore, from the year 2019, the federal government has provided the State and local government with $750 billion in grants to fund public issues such as education, health care, social services, transportation, community development, job training, and environment protection.  (Perkowitz, 2017)The grants account for one-third of the federal funding. It is the federal government that is in control of appropriating the grants in regard to who is supposed to receive the funds. Federal administrative conditions are attached to the grants. The grants are classified into three types .namely categorical –formula grants, project grants, and block grants (Hyun, 2017). 
 Categorical formula grant is money allocated by the federal government to the local government with strict limitations on how the money is supposed to be used. The money is only received by Mississippi if it agrees to comply with the conditions that are set by the federal government.  There are two types of categorical formula grants. They are namely project grants and formula grants. Project grant is the money that the stay request on the basis of submitting particular project proposals.  Formula grant involves the money that is given by the government on the basis of a specific mathematical formula. Mississippi is renowned for having a high breed formula that incorporates resource-basedd formula and student-based necessities. The formula decides the cost of delivering education with special needs and those without special needs in regard to resources. The education funding is not based on student grade levels and does not provide increased funding to English learners. All students from different backgrounds get funding on the basis of their needs. However, the State of Mississippi provides increased funding for talented and gifted students. Also, in regard to formula grant, Mississippi does not provide increased funding for districts on the basis of low-income households, but it does provide funding for Individual students who come from poor households. More so, the formula grant directed in Mississippi goes to fund career and technical education programs. Resource-based formula is utilized to allocate funding to different districts in Mississippi in regard to the anticipated amount of salaries for teachers ( Kartsaklis, 2016)
The project grants are issued on the basis of merit. It includes research grants, technical assistance grants, survey grants, and technical grants. Project grants that are disbursed in Mississippi mostly target arts.  They range to individual and organization grants. For individual grants, first, there is a fellowship grant, and it is given on account of artistic merits. It is received by artists who have a standard artistic performance. The second type of grant is an individual project grant. It is used to fund prospective ideas that are organized by individual artists in Mississippi. The last type of project grant is called Folk Arts Apprenticeship. The grant is used to fund both the teachers and students of traditional arts in Mississippi with the aim of ensuring that traditional arts survive in the State. For organizational grants, first, there is project grants. Project grants help to fund a wide range of art projects and across the Mississippi communities. Organizations that are eligible to the funds include municipalities and government units such as libraries or schools. The second type of grant under project grant is operating grants. This grant is available to arts organizations. It offers operating support to help particular organizations to maintain stability, build artistic capacity, and improve artistic programs across the communities living in Mississippi.
         The last type, which is the block grant, is also referred to as grant-in-aid. It entails funding money for needy families. The block grant that is common in Mississippi is the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, which is managed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The federal Preventive Health and Health Services (PHHS) is an example of a block grant that provides funding so as to manage health issues that range from unintentional injury to water fluoridation in Mississippi. More so, the funds are used in creating awareness of drug abuse and misuse. Still, other funds go to performance improvement in health care facilities and rape prevention and education programs in Mississippi.   (Whitehead, 2019).  
	Table 1:1 for Federal grants showcase that 60 percent of the total grants to health, 15. 2 percent to income security, 9.6 percent to transportation, 2.9 percent to community development programs, and 9.0 percent of the grants to education, training, employment, and social services.




Literature Review
	Nelson and Svara, 2015, point out that the role of the government is to promote the general welfare, to ensure that there is domestic tranquility, and to enhance general welfare among its citizens. Mississippi is one of the states in the United States that has been left behind in terms of the factors mentioned. Poor Infrastructure and negative ethnicity are some of the major reasons that make Mississippi to be left behind (Herd, 2017). Negative ethnicity causes disunity and hate, therefore causing people to be disunited. When people are disunited, development becomes a minimum. This literature provides a link between poverty in education, high crime rate, poor rural infrastructure, and poor health in Mississippi State.  We examine studies that have done to determine whether there is a relationship between factors that relate to the poverty level beyond demographic characteristics and local economic context—that makes poverty more in Mississippi State. The study was focused primarily on quantitative and qualitative surveys. Different theories and hypotheses were generated to examine the critical insight into the research.
                 According to Fitchen’s (1981) Poverty in Rural America: A Case Study. Based on hours of in-depth interviews with families in a struggling agricultural hamlet in rural upstate in Mississippi State. He portrays the day-to-day struggles of living on the edge. He begins with a tight focus on how families make and spend money but then incorporates broader levels of context with other factors. Thus he related how poverty is causing low education performance, high crime rate poor health care, and poor infrastructure in the State. The conclusion was that the inception of the relationship between these factors resulted in poverty. 
            More recently, Duncan (1999) in Worlds Apart: Why Poverty Persists in Mississippi State suggests that the depth and persistence of rural poverty are rooted in a rigid two-class system of haves and have notes. Based on years of fieldwork in Appalachia and the Mississippi Delta, Duncan paints vivid and intricate portraits of power and privilege. The "haves" wield their power over jobs, and opportunities result in maintaining their privilege, at the same time conquering the "have-nots," who are greatly poor and socially isolated. In both settings, those historically in power do not provide the requisite aids to the poor. This brings about the gap between the two classes hence increasing the crime among the disadvantaged. Access to education for most of the poor is a problem. Therefore, the have-nots whom the majority are the State fails to access the basics required rural development.

Description of Issue
	McCoy, 2018, points out that poverty in Mississippi has persevered for numerous generations among whites and African Americans. Therefore, there has been an organized effort of trying to well understand the nature of the problem so that it can be systemically addressed by the United States government. It is through understanding a problem to the details that it can be properly addressed. According to McCoy, 2018, one of the reasons why Mississippi is poor is because of the fact that it is rural. Ward, 2017, points out that factors like rural society, rural economy, and political systems in rural areas contribute to poverty in rural areas. All of these factors are associated with spatial inequality. Spatial inequality is the unequal distribution of resources, opportunities, and services within a certain geographical area. Spatial inequality is characterized by one race having huge share resources than other races within the same occupancy. More so, the people who can trigger change, that is, maybe people who are well educated and have a more civilized culture do not live nearby. They live in far distances, therefore causing the same conditions of poverty to prevail in the rural areas. (Brooks, 2019). Factors that contribute to spatial inequality in Mississippi are race, culture, religion, and agglomeration effects. When looking at race, according to the recent census in the United States, the percentages of populations in regard to race in Mississippi are as follows. The whites consist of 59.1 percent, African Americans 37.8 percent, Native Americans 0.6 percent, and Asian Americans consist of 1.1 percent of the entire population (NNP).  Robinson, 2018, points out that Mississippi has a sad history whereby African Americans and Native Americans lost millions of lands to the white races. The rip off was in a ‘war waged deed of the title,' and it was spearheaded by white racism and supremacy during the 1950s.  First, millions of acres were taken away from the Native Americans by force. Then the lands were cleared, irrigated, planted, and harvested by African Americans who had been captured as slaves. They later then came to own huge chunks of the lands after emancipation. According to the United States Ministry of Agriculture, African Americans who owned land in Mississippi in 1900 were 25000 (NNP).  However, from 1937, federal agencies that were dominated by white administrators started to target the black who owned lands. They utilized Illegal pressures that were in inform of loan programs to transfer land in the 1950s. Currently, the race that is mostly affected by poverty in Mississippi it is the African Americans. The deprivation of land is one factor that immensely contributes to poverty. Land comes with many benefits. With huge amounts of land, one can do farming, one can either do cash crop farming or food crop farming. If farming is done properly, the harvests can then bring resources that will help improve the community. Schools with better facilities will be constructed, hospitals will come up, infrastructures will sprout up, and consequently, there would be a creation of better job opportunities. Therefore, while considering the cause of poverty in Mississippi, which is mostly populated by African Americans, one cannot fail to mention land as one of the factors. Table 1:2 indicates the percentage population in Mississippi.

	The other factor that contributes to poverty in Mississippi is poor education. Thompson, 2019, points out the only road that leads out of poverty is through the school door. For decades, Mississippi graduation rates have been the lowest in the country. More so, the education systems of Mississippi rank at the bottom when they are compared with systems from other states. The choices that a person makes can be associated with education. A better-educated person is likely to improve his/her life condition for the better than an uneducated person. Poor people are poor because of making bad choices. The majority of the people who are struggling in Mississippi are the working poor. They are the people who routinely work for tireless hours to make ends meet. They deal with the same challenges of life on a perpetual basis. This can be associated with lack of better education. Good education creates a room for creativity in solving problems. For example, the whites who own huge chunks of lands in Mississippi are well educated. Their children are well educated too. Therefore, they are far ahead than most of the African Americans in Mississippi when it comes to the way of doing things. For example, in agriculture, most of the whites have adopted improved technologies and techniques of farming than African Americans due to the fact that they are agriculturally well informed. Therefore, when it comes to harvesting, they get surplus, which translates to huge profits which they use to build themselves. People who have poor education cannot train for better professional Jobs that have a huge and transformative impact on society. They train for less professional Jobs, which do not have a huge large-scale impact on society.
	The other factor that contributes to poverty in Mississippi is poor health. Ellis, 2019, points out that Mississippi has consecutively ranked behind than most of the other states for many years when it comes to matters with health. Poverty has been the cause of poor health in Mississippi. In turn, poor health then traps the communities of Mississippi to poverty. With poverty, one cannot afford proper medication and a healthy diet. This then translates to decreased productivity. In case of illness, the family is either forced to sell their assets so as to cater for the health; thus, the community remains trapped in poverty. Mississippi over the years has had low-birth-weight births and increased infant mortality rates, but since government intervention, the problem is reduced. Mental health services, dental services, and primary care physicians have also been minimal in the State throughout the years. This translates to poor health when such services are needed and consecutively poverty. 
	Where there is poor health care, education, and education, in a certain region, there are higher chances of having high levels of crime rates in the region (Jenkins, 2019). Mississippi ranks high across the different States in America. The high levels of crime rates in regard to the people in correction centers and prisons are associated with African Americans. The fact that they have minimal resources at their disposal creates a room of the struggle for resources. The struggle is usually violent because they involve taking someone else property by force.  The table below shows how Mississippi ranks in different categories across different states in U.S.
[image: ]
 In conclusion, it is no doubt that the Mississippi does need government funding programs that are in the form of grants so as to improve the conditions of people living in Mississippi. Poverty, poor education, poor infrastructures, poor health services, and high crime rates are the major reasons that can be associated with why Mississippi is less developed when compared to the other states. The people are mostly affected are African American. This is owing to the fact that Mississippi is in southern America, an area that has a sad history of slavery. The majority of the African Americans who owned land in Mississippi were deprived off that land through pressure and illegal means. Therefore, deprivation of land was one factor that triggered low development among the African Americans Living in Mississippi. The people who need help most are African Americans in Mississippi. 
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Table 1.1:  Federal Grants  

Sales	Health care	Community development	Transport	Education, Training, Employment,  and  social services programs	Income Security	Other	0.6	2.9000000000000001E-2	9.6000000000000002E-2	0.09	0.15	0	


 Table 1:2 Pupolation percentage in Mississippi

Sales	Whites	African Americans	Other  races	0.58589999999999998	0.37669999999999998	2.3E-2	
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